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REMARKS, &c. 


Chriſtianity, and compare the People of 

the preſent Age with thoſe of a Century 

or two paſt, we ſhall not only find a 
conſiderable Difference between them, but, in 
ſome Reſpects, an amazing, if not an entire 
Change: They were Zhen, generally, all Zeal, 
Devotion, and Bigotry; they are now luke- 
warm, indifferent, doubting, Libertines and 
Freetbinkers. An Enquiry into the Cauſe or 
Reaſons of both, may not be altogether unac- 
ceptable to the Reader. 


I. we read diligently the Hiſtory of 


There was undoubtedly, in Degree, a real 
Reformation from the Church of Rome, in this 
Kingdom, as well as in other Countries (but 
to this Kingdom I would chiefly confine 
Conſiderations ;) the Misfortune, never enoug 
to be lamented, 'was, that the Reformation fell 
extremely ſhort of what it ſhould, and the Na- 
ture of the Chriſtian Religion required it to be. 
(I ſpeak of the Reformation, as of a Church or 
collective Body of Men, for I have nothing to 
do with Particulars.) In this Senſe, Primitive 
Chriſtianity did but t emerge from under the 
thick Cloud of Apoſtacy ; ſome of the m mon- 
ftrous Doctrines, _— and Practices of 

_—_ we the 


=. 
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the Church of Rome were diſcarded; but 70 
many, at leaſt of the uſeleſs, ſuperfluous, ſenſe- 
leſs ones, were retained and new modelled; 
and That, without which all Reformation is of 
little Avail, the real Reformation of the Minds 
and Manners of Men, an actual Cunverſm of 
their Hearts, went on exceeding flow, and ne- 
ver, from any thing that appears, became 
general in thoſe called the Reformed Churches: 
That, according to that Saying of our Saviour, 
Not having Root in themſelves, their Zeal 
of the pureſt Sort endured but for a while,” 
and they ſettled in a Religion of Ceremonies 
and Syſtems of Mens Invention ; not indeed fo 
deſtructive to the Peace of Society, as that 
which they had reneunced,* but which was 
capable of being ſupported in the ſame unrege- 
nerate Nature, and without coming to the 
Perfection of that Worſhip, preached by our 
Lord, viz. the Worſhip of the Father in SPI- 
RIT and in Truth. | 


I think it is evident, that nothing more, per- 
haps nothing /o much, hindered the Progreſs 
of the Reformation, as the Want of intro- 
ducing the Apoſtolick Miniſtry. Without that, it 
were as reaſonable to ſuppoſe a Man in perfect 
Health, when the h Head is fic, and the 
whole Heart faint, as to expect a compleat Re- 
formation. In this they were (and fatally 

Not but we have ſhocking Inſtances of cruel Per- 


ſecution, in ſo early Times of the Reformation, as 


the Reigns of Henry the Eighth, and Queen Elizabeth. 
| too) 
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too) deficient; for inſtead of recurring to the 
Foundation of the Prophets and Apoſtles, they 
reſted upon a Tradition from the Church of 


Rome. And, 
The Degeneracy of the Church of Rome 


was, I think, in nothing more glaringly mani- 
feſt than in this: She had changed, or 4%, the 
Apoſtolick Miniſtry, which was to have Mi- 
niſters qualified and raiſed up by the immedi- 
ate Work and Influence of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
Such Miniſters, called and appointed by God 
himſelf, were, and in the Nature of the Thing 
mult be, of holy and exemplary Lives, as well 
as of ſound Doctrine, and therefore preached 
by Example as well as Precept: The Holy 
Ghoſt that dictated to them what they ſhould 
preach, beſt, nay only, knew the Hearts, the 
ſeveral States and Tempers of Men, and there- 
fore beſt knew what ſbould be ſaid, what 
would profit the People, and the Seaſons for 
it; beſides, the Efficacy and Energy which 
attended Men thus divinely influenced, had an 
amazing Reach upon the People's Conſciences ; 
not like the dry. dull Dreams of carnal Men. 
Thos it was with the Primitive Chriſtians, and 
thus it continued till the Time of falling 
away, 


Inſtead hereof there was a Miniſtry intro- 
duced merely human; the Knowledge of Lan- 
guages and Sciences became the requiſite Qualifi- 
cations; and an Attention to the Voice of the 

B 2 Holy 
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Holy Spirit neglected and forgot, or only occaſi- 
onally called in to ſerve a Turn; and what 
made bad worſe, that which in its primitive 
Purity was free, now became à Trade to the 
Preacher, and a heavy Tax upon the People. 
From this, I think, I may venture to date al- 
moſt all the After-Evils that have befell the 
Cauſe of Religion: Then it was, as Milton 
fays, 1 Wolves, grievous Wolves, entered the 
ch. 


The People had now no longer thoſe Pat- 
terns to follow, who had themſelves followed 
Chrift; but a Set of Men, every whit as fall:- 
ble, and as bad too as themſelves, avaricious, 
ſelf-ſeeking, of whom it was hard to fay, 
whether their Practices or their Minifry dif- 
fered more from their Anceſtors; for the Sake 
of Gain and worldly Preferments, ſtudying to 
ple Men, accommodating themſelves to the 
Paſſions and Humours of their Patrons ; Flat- 
terers, ſpeaking Peace to Men in their Sins: 
For all which Reaſons they could not be the 
Servants of Chriſt.“ However, as it is noto- 
rious the common People, at kaft, have for 
many Ages followed their Guides, ſuch as they 
were, and ſeen very much with heir Eyes, 
they became as ſtrongly attached to, and as 
zealous for their Syſtems, as ever the firſt 
Chriſtians were for the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Hence aroſe ſuch Superſtition, falſe fiery Zeal, 
Bigotry, Hatred, Perſecutions, and Cruelties; 

n Gal. i. 10. | c 

0 
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of which the Prieſts were ever the chief Fo. 
menters, and generally perſecuted thoſe whoſe 
Conſciences led them to diſſent, in Proportion 
to the Power given them by the Civil Magi- 
rate, or to the Share they had in the Civil 
Adminiſtration, Thus were Things once cir- 
cumſtanced; but by what ſtrange Fatality is 
the Scene, in ſome Reſpects, changed! The 
People ſome how fell into a Faſion of ſeeing 
with their own Eyes, of judging and reaſoning 
for themſelves. So far they were rigbt, and 
in Proportion as this Humour prevailed, the 
Credit of Prieſtcraft ſunk, till at laſt it is 
brought quite into Attainder. 


The Miſchief was, People did not enough, 
or hardly at all, diſtinguiſh between Neligion, 
and the Corruption or Abuſe of it; they did not 
enough diſtinguiſh the Doctrines of Chriſtia- 
nity from the Traditions of Men, and the 
. Morals of thoſe who aſſumed the Characters of 
being their Teachers and Examples. From 
this very Error, unhappy indeed, inſtead of 
exchanging a falſe Religion for the true, the 
Exchange was made for none at all; one Ex- 
treme took Place of another, and Truth lay 
in the mean quite oyerlooked, . From this 
ame Error, therefore, we may fairly deduce 
the Birth of Deiſm and Infidelity, which has 
overſpread the Nation like a Deluge. 


The Caſe being thus, it behoves, highly 
beboves, the Clergy of all Denominations, to 
| conſider | 


. 

conſider what Share of Blame belongs to them- 
ſelves; how much they have to anſwer for; 
and exert their utmoſt Endeayours to repair 
the Breaches which have been made, and 
tbemſelves have helped to make. It would be 
going beyond my preſent Deſign to deſcend 
into the many Particulars that occur to my 
Thoughts, and might be pointed out upon 
this copious and important Subject. I ſhall 
content myſelf. with mentioning one Thing, 
which to me ſeems not the leaſt conſiderable; 
and that is, that to anſwer the Writings of 
theſe Unbelievers, eſpecial Regard ſhould be 
had to ſingle out Men of Abilities and Experi- 
ence in Religion, who in the Wi/dom and 
Meekneſs of JESUS, free from ſiniſter Ends, 
may, if poſſible, put to filence and convince 
Gainſayers, and reſtue others too from the 
Taint of their Principles ; and not to encou- 
rage every bot-beaded, or raw, conceited, pe- 
dantic Parſon, who is ſcarce capable of wri- 
ting any thing but Raillery and Scandal, and 
whoſe Motive to it, inſtead of the Love of 
Truth, is to ſhew how much he is Maſter 
of the Art of Wrangling, or how much he is 
deſirous to be preferred to a better Living. Such 
Men are much more likely to confirm, and 
make Unbelieuers, than to preſerve or reſtore 
from Unbelef. | 


I was led into theſe Reflections by reading 


a ſcolding Pamphlet, lately publiſhed, intitled, 
Infidelity Scourged, &c,—Scolding in the very 


Title 
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Title Page. Indeed the Title Page excells in 
more Reſpects than one: He tells us in it, not 
only who he is, but what he is, and what he 
has been. He is M. A. Rector and Lecturer 
of St. Paul's Deptford; he has formerly been 
Fellow of St. John's Cambridge ; and Chaplain 
to Mr. Walpole, his Majeſty's Ambaſſador at 
Paris. *Tis a Pity the Gentleman not 
gone a little further, and told us what here- 
after he would or intended to be; no leſs than a 
Biſhop to be ſure: But as that would look like 
a Gift of prying into Futurity, which is a Pro- 
vince he = no Claim to, he modeſtly avoids 
any further Imbelliſhment of his Frontiſpiece. 
A little Patience, and who knows what may 
befall him upon the Publication of that extra- 
ordinary Performance: A Rationale of Chriſtian 
Faith, wherein we are to find it demonſtrated, 
after a new Manner, that it was better for our 
Firſt Parents to y ALL from their Allegiance to 
their Creator, than to have continued in it : 
That it was the great Goodneſs of God to per- 
mit them to do fo, 1. e. it was of his Favour 
that they were permitted to tranſgreſi God's 
Command, incur his Diſpleaſure, and be driven 
out of Paradi/e: That, in Oppoſition to the 
Apoſtle and the general Senſe of Mankind, it 
was lawful, nay neceſſary, to do Evil that Good 
might come of it. . 


I ſhall not concern myſelf with the Argu- 
ments between the Author and his Antagoniſts, 
but as he has in a very uncivil, ill-natured 
8 . Way 
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Way (perhaps for the Sake of being conſiſtent 
with himſelf) lugged the Qyakers Head and 
Shoulders into a Controverſy, torote profeſſedly 
againſt Infidelity, it may not be amiſs to con 
ſider the Merit of ſuch a Proceeding. | 


He is very fond, out of his abundant Cha- 
rity, of joining Hereticks and Infidels, Quakers 
and Infidels: He does not, indeed, explain his 
Meaning of Hereticks. If I miſtake him not, 
it is all who diſſent from Mother Church; or, in 
other Words, from himſelf, Perhaps this kind 
of Speech became familiar to him, by reſiding 
ſome Years at Paris, for the Phraſe muſt be 
allowed to be purely Orthodox. As to the Qua- 
kers, he may as often as he pleaſes join them 
with Ifdels, in his clouded Imaginations, and 
in his paltry Pamphlets; it is certain their 
Principles are fo intirely diſtinct, that they ne- 
ver can in Reality be joined, fo long as Eaſt is 
oppoſite to Ve, and this the Nation in gene- 
ral want not to be convinced of: But I'II tell 
him one Reaſon againſt the Poſſibility of this 
Junction of Ryakeri/m and Infidelity, that he 
may never have thought of, which is this. — 
BATEDM lies in a ſtrait Line betwixt tbem: 

And though I look upon the Man to be 700 in- 
confiderable for a Seft-Maſter, if I were to 
change my Religion, and had no other Choice 
left, but Chubbiſin or Batei/m, I profeſs I 
ſhould be at a loſs how to diſpoſe of my 


Faith. 
3 1 do 
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I do. not obſerve his meddling with. the 
Nyakers in particular till he is got to Page 
205, Which is more to be wondered ar, as he 
could not forbear turning out of his Way to. 
fall upon Heret:cks, ſo ſoon as the 3d Page; and 
betwixt that and the 205th, he has — — 
and ſo unmercifully repeated his Blows, that 
the Reader may by that time look upon them 
as dead as Door Nails. He ſays, almoſt all 
the ancient Hereſies ſprang from the Root. 
* Either of Judaiſin, or Heathen Philoſophy ; 
« particularly Platoniſin, and what's worſe, 
« Platoniſm corrupted: The Hereſies of the 
* former kind the Church has pretty well got 
rid of; but we ſtill labour under the latter in 
* Quietiſm, Myſticiſm, Quateriſin, Metho- 
« diſm, and all the Branches of Enthuſi- 
« aſm. One would think a Sect ſpringing 
from Judaiſm ſhould: be no Reaſon with him for 
calling them Hereticks; becauſe in Page 143 
he tells us, Judaiſm was moſt wiſely ordained 
« of Gop himſelf, as a neceſſary Foundation 
* upon which Chriſtianity ſhould afterwards 
be built. The Herefies (ſays he) of the 
* former kind, the Church has pretty well 
got rid of,” | 8 


But this is a great Miſtake : The divine 
Hereditary Right of Tithes, the inforcing the 
Payment of them by Canan and Ecclgſaſtical 
Laws, the Hierarchy of Prieſts,. the Conſe- 
cration of Churches, Offerings and Oblations, 
with many more Things Bui to the true 

* Peace 
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Peace and een of ths Church are not 
yet go t rid of He is beſides naten in 
ima 8 Fudatſm was the neceſſary Foun- 
4 tion upon which Chriſtianity ſhould be 
4 built. —Chriſt himſelf is the only neceſſary 
Foundation of the Chriſtian Church, and ano- 
ther Foundation can no Man lay. Chriſt Jeſus, 
indeed,” and the Diſpenſation of Chriſtianity, 
was foreſeen and propheſied of by the Patri- 
archs and Prophets, was ever the Obje#t of the 
Saints Faith, the Expectation of the Jewiſh 
Nation; he came of the Seed of David accordin 
ro the Fhſs, yet was a Prieſt neither after t 
Order of Aaron, nor the Law of a carnal Com- 
mandment, but fer the Power of an endleſs 
Ms 


As to \the Aſſertion of Byakerifin ** 
* from Platoniſm corrupted,“ as it is not ſup- 
rted with Proof, or any kind of Evidence 
il} ſorne is produced, it were enough to 
don the Anthor of the Charge for a Slan- 
derer: Bat in the mean time I will lay before 
the Reader the Heads of a few of the Princi- 
ples and Doctrines of the Quakers, and leave 
it to his candid Deciſion, which is moft na- 
tural to deduce them from, Heathen Philoſo- 
9 or  Plazonifm corrupted; or from the Bible. 


| 2 That there 'is one Eternal, Immutable, 
Bruiſible, Ommnipreſent, all knowing, wiſe and 
. merciful and juſt God, an immortal, 
L * Heb. viii. 16, | 


pure, 


L 

„ incomprehenſible free Spirit; that he 

arm Roy ern and dwells in divine 

inacceſſible Light; is the Maker and Creator. 

of all Things, vifible and 4 the Gover- 
nor of the Univerſe; an equal Rewarder of 
the Actions « or dend of all em ges. 

tures. 4.4510" 4 


a4, That ntl Ling 3 in \ the Holy 
Scriptures (but not every Thing impoſed on the 
World by ſtupid and deſigning Men) concern- 
ing. Jeſus Chriſt, both as to his outward 2064 
pearance, Miniſtration, Sufferings and Death, 
Reſurrection and Aſcenſion; ; and as to his „pb. 
ritual Manifefiation in the Minds of Men, and 
his continuing for ever to be an Interceſſor for 
Man, c. that all theſe Things are moſt cer- 
tainly true: And moreover, that the Evidence 
af the Truth of them are ſuch (eſpecially 
where Men have the free Exerciſe of; theit 
Conſciences, and the Uſe of the 
that they who do not ſo believe ate taitbare: 
E A Þas bn 
[4102 te 
Zaly, That ery Thing contin in che W 
ble; concerning the Holy Ghoſt,” or Spirit, 
the Comforter, which Chriff omiſed his Dif 
ciples ſhould be fent in his Name, and ſhould 
be with the Believers to the End of the Worid, 
is alſo a moſt bleſſed Truth; - but that the 
groſs Notions and. Definitions of Syſem-man- 
gers are m Ways ee to de believed, 8 
or ſubſcribed to, 
104 ., 22 
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- 4thly, That the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Teſtament were given forth by In/þira- 
tion of the Divine Spirit: Holy Men of God 
Hole © as 'they weErRE moveD by the Holy 
Ghoſt; and that the Teachers of moſt of the 
eſtabliſhed Churches in Chriſtendom being 
Strangers to the Movings of this Holy Ghoſt, is 
their greateſt Loſs, and the greateſt Proof of a 
Defection from what they once were. 


—.gthbly, That the Saul of Man is, in its own 
lature, as a Creature of God, immortal* and 
intelligent, free, ſubject to Laws, accountable. 
for its Congnft, and will be finally rewarded. 
with everlaſting Happineſs, or Condemnation. 
701 JT Niggi £5 © 1 bay Tot 65. £5, ob T 
Add to all this, that it is preſumed, and it 
kes 'upon' this Auther, in order to make his 
Charge good, to diſprove the Preſumption, 
that thoſe Wh 2 the Founders of- 
Qa leriſin wete entire Strangers to the Writings 
and the Doctrines of Heathen Pbilgſopbers, to Pla- 
tm ſin, and Platoniſm corrupted, and, conſe- 
uently, could not borrow their Doctrines there- 

om. That ſcarce any one Point of Doctrine 
believed by the Qualers, is to be found in the 
Writings of any Heathen Philoſopher; and for 
that further Reaſon could not be borrowed 
If I were to deliver my own Sentiments, in Lan- 
guage of my own chuſing, I ſhould fay Iamaterial, in- 
ead of Immortal; but the former Term is not ſo fre- 
quently uſed, nor, I ſuppoſe, ſo well underſtood by the 
common People of any Denomination,” 


R But 
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But though I am quite poſitive the Qyakers 
did not derive. one Jot of their Religion, either 
from Platoni/m corrupted, or uncorrupted; I. 
could refer him, if he did not full well know 
ie, to 4 certain Seciety, whoſe Miniſters bor- 
row as much, or more of their Qualifications 
from Ariſtotle than from Jeſus Chriſt: And 
I cannot think it would be any more Diſcre- 
dit for a good Chriſtian to be found in Com- 
pany with Plato, than with. Arifietle. 


The F of the Quakers and of Mr. 
Bate are undoubtedly -7videly different, and one 
Article of. the Difference may account for all 
his inveterate Hatred of them; but it really to 
me looks as if the Man knew not what he was 
about, in being ſo ſevere with the poor Me- 
thodiſts: This is not the only Time he has 
been foul upon them, and yet I could never 
ſee, and believe he will be hard ſet to ſhew, 
any material Diſjevence betwixt their Princi- 
ples and his own, | 


h d * He tells us of a 8 
he had ſome Vears ago, with a Perſon whoſe 
% Principles ſeemed to him to conſiſt of Quaker- 

« iſm and Methodiſm, melted down' and con- 
* ſolidated together.” T make no doubt but 
he is as —— an Adept in Chymiſtry as in Di- 
vinity, but here the Experiment fails; he is 
miſtaken now, and ſo he was then. Du 
in and Merbodiſn are ſo betorogeneal, — 
els an Antipathy to one another, that tis no 
More 


+ 
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| 2 poſſible . down and conſolidate 
together, it perfectly to ſeparate 

ert ade TI — 


Page 227, He begins to talk <* of the Ra- 

*© vings of Bedlam,” and ſeems indeed for a 
white to be Full as fit to be lodged in one of 
thoſe 4 fs, as to write in Defence of a 
jon, whoſeAuthoris the bumble, meet, and 
merciful Foſs. I remember ſome Years ſince, 
being one Day to viſit that Hoſpital of diſtem- 
Cn IJ had not long indulged the me- 
Speculation, of — Miſery and 

Defedtion a rational Soul might fall into, 0, Ell A 
Perſon, who I —— found was a Gen- 
tleman of the Cloth, ſingled me out for the 
Plainneſs of my Habit, inſiſted upon it that L 
was a Quaker, and preſently began to refute 
Barclay with as much Warmth and Eloquence 
as Lever remember to have heard from a Pul- 
pit. I found the Gentleman's Misfortune had 
not been attended with the Loſs of one Grain 
of Zeal" for Orthodoxy. I would fain have 
moderated bis Sentiments in favour of Qynters, 
and other Hereticks, but my Endeavours had 
no other Effect than to increaſe my Antago- 
niſt's Indignation; upon which I judged it 
ſaſeſt to withdraw. But to return from my 
Digreſſion. In the Height of this Frenzy, 
he tells us. © The Productions of Quater- 
© z/m are of all the ſeveral Species of human 
“ Folly, as he takes it, the moſt commodi- 
© ous Standard to meaſure Nonſenſe by. Th 

de | 
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n is'a bene Srraks to be ſure; but th 
Misfortune is we have, only the Man's Word 
for it, and we are ſure he knows nothing of 
what he is talking about, I could tell him of 
no ſmall Number of Species of human Folly, 
and human Depravity, much more commodious 
than Quakeriſm, to meaſure Nonſenſe by— 
Such as the Electian of B——ps, which is 
made by the P ce, and after that is actu- 
ally determined, the Reverend D——n and 
Str pray the Holy Ghoſt to dirett the 
Choice > The Declarations of Candidates for 
Holy Orders, as it is m impruperiy called, that 
they find themſelves moved by the Spirit of Chrif 
to the Work of the Miniſtry; when tis plain 
from the whole Courſe of ut their Conduct, and 
previous as well as after Profeſſions, that they 
neither felt nor believed any ſuch Thing. Nay, 
ſo far from it, they treat all who ſeriouſſy 
plead for any ſuch Thing as enthufiaſtick Foolt: 
The confounding of Natures, of Numbers, 
and of Perſons ; in ſuch a manner, as tis im- 
poſſible that any thing can be underſtood by what 

is expreſſed, but Contradictions, whereby the 
_—_ ſacred Truths have been perverted and 
turned into Ridicule: The obliging Godfas 
thers and Godmothers at the Bapts/m of Infants 
(beſides all the ridiculous Pageantry of that 
Ceremony) to promiſe on Behalf of the Child, 
That it 8 the Devil and a/l 
% Vorks, the vain Pomp and Glory of the 
« World, with all covetous Defires of the ſame, 
and the carnal Deſires wes that 

<« ſhall 
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i ſhall conflantly believe God's holy Word, 
* and obediently keep his Commandments.” 
All this the Parſon enjoins, all this the poor 
zmplicitSponſors — ; though neither one nor 
other believe that a tenth Part of what is pro- 
miſed either can or will be complied with; fo 
far from it, that the Clergy lors abuſed the 
| Quakers ſcarce ſo much Be any one Thing, 
Tithes excepted, as for preaching up this very 
Doctrine. Species of Folly (or rib Þ tip worſe 
than Folly) equal to theſe, the Reader may find 
ſufficient of, at thoſe Fountain Heads from 
whence I have drawn theſe Extracts; where, 
if he cannot be ſatisfied, I know not where in 
the World to ſend him, unleſs it be to on 
Story of Mahomet's Cock. 


In Page 227, he introduces an impious Jeſt 
on the Holy Ghoſt by: the following Argu- 
ment. Now as the Afﬀent of the Mind to 
any Propoſition is properly ſpeaking, no- 
thing more than the Perception of the Evi- 
* dence tis built on; it follows, that if this 
« Man can diſcover a better Ground of Aſſent 
than rational Evidence, he muſt diſcover a 

« kind of Evidence, evidently ſuperior to all 
% Evidence,” 


I think the Reader muſt allow, here is an 
Argument with Artie Evidence, Connexion or 
Concluſion ; it is certainly very poorly pres” 
Our Afﬀent is not always founded on the Evi- 


dence on which the Propoſition is built, but, 
| on 
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oh the Perception of the Evidence on which 
it s 70. us to be built, which in every 
miſtaken Cale is either more or /e/5 than the real 
Evidence of the Propoſition, we may aſſent or 
a ent, erroneouſly, for want of judging aright- 
of Propoſitions and their Evidences. But what 
does he mean by rational Evidence, Proof col- 
lected from external Things, Hiſtory, Tradi- 
tion, Miracles, &c. or by Evidence, evidently 
or fo all Evidence? Does he intend ſu- 
pernatural Impreſſions made by the Holy Spirit 
on the Mind of Man? This ſeems, indeed, to 
be his Intent; and fain would he exclude this, 
under the moſt opprobrious Characters, where, 
beſides his little l/s than Blaſpbemy againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, his Uſage of the Author 
Chriſtianity not founded on Argument, is ru 
beyond the Power of Excuſe, That Author, 
whether he be Chriſtian or Infidel, has treated 
the Principle of a divine Illumination in Man, 
in ſuch a ſerious, engaging, elegant and or- 
thodox Manner, as deſerves the higheſt Eſteem 
and Admiration: Every Sentence (in the Place 
Mr. Bate refers to) in its full Scope and Ex- 
tent, amounts to 1 more than the plain 
Doctrine of the New Teſtament, concerning 
the Operation of the Spirit; and this 75 
Scourger of his Adverſaries may be aſhamed to 
uſe a Gentleman, Scholar, and polite Writer 
(perhaps, as ever appeared) with ſuch feyere 
and indecent Language. I could cafily give a 
8 en of it, tranſlated Word for Word into 
P n Billing gate, ſuch 5 you may every Nat 
hear 


* 
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hear among the prophane Scum and Dregs of 
the People, did not the Drgnity of the Subjet 
I am examining folemnly forbid it. But to re- 
turn, why may not ſupernatural Im 
made on the Soul, come fairly under the De- 
nomination of rational Evidence ; all true Evi- 
dence is moſt certainly rational, or in itfelf 
right. The Mind, whether it gathers its Evi- 
dence from Things without, or from Impreſ- 
ſions made within, ſtill exerciſes the ſame ra- 
tional Faculty; and though it may have ſuffi- 
cient — of Aſſent in both Caſes, yet, as 
there are Degrees of Evidence, in regard to 
external Things, it were but modeſt to allow, 
that when God ſpeaks in the Soul, his Voice 
muſt be accompanied with a very ſuperior De- 
pre of Evidence, if not an abſolute Certainty. 
he Teſtimony of the Spirit is more certainly 
and infallibly wk relied on, than any human 
Teſtimony; and 'when God condeſcends to 
reveal his Mind to his Creatures in Matters 
of ſo high Importance, as the Salvation of 
Men's Souls, his Revelations will not want 
ſuitable Atteſtations of their own Truth and 
Certainty. Afent and Certainty are two Things, 
and do aa always coincide: But when God 
himſelf ſpeaks immediately to the Underſtand- 
ing without the Intervention of any Medium, 
his Teſtimony muſt a and his Voice 
* 
AU | 
Mr. Bate's Pipes are ſo boſe . 
4 on this Head, owt he * do . | 
efine 
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define what is meant by rational. Evidence, 
and what he intends by @ kind of Evidence, 
evidently ſuperior to all Evidence; when this 
is done, we may either afſent to his Philoſo- 
phy, or render our Reaſons for this Animad- 
verſion, But to ſhew the Reader Mr. Bate's 
candid Method of handling his Adverſaries, I 
ſhall produce from Chriſtzanity- not founded on 
Argument the. very Paragraph in Page 56, 
which he compares to, nay, carries beyond the 
Ravings in Bedlam, and which is faid to be the 
very Paragon of all Nonſenſe, and leave him to 
the Mercy of the Reader, 7 


Chriſtianity not founded on Argument, Page 
56. 4 third Article I propoſed - 
f* tioning, and which we have in one plain 
* Word thus fully ſet forth, is—no Man can 
** fay that Jeſus is Lord but by the Holy 
* Ghoſt. Here is pointed out to us at once 
* that great Dictator and infallible Guide we 
*© have been ſeeking for; and indeed the only 
Character we can poſſibly think of, any way 
* equal to ſuch a Province, could be no- 
thing leſs than Omniſcience, or Omnipre+ 
< ſence itſelf. Nothing but this inexhauſti- 
<< ble Fountain of all Truth, could be fuf- 
* ficient to ſuch a Demand; and he is 
e the promiſed Oracle, who is to attend the 
* Charge of Believers to the End of the 
66% World, to keep alive his divine Light con- 
* ſtantly in their Hearts, not to teach them 


* Rudunents of * but to irradiate theig 
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£ Souls at once with a thorough Conviction, 
and perform more by one ſecret Whiſper, 
*© than a Thouſand clamorous Harangues from 
the Schools: from the Satisfaction conſe- 
quent to the Mind from his Performance of 
. this s great Office it is, that he is ſo eminent- 
ly ſuled the Comforter; as his Operations 
< are in another Place very ſtrongly and ſigni- 
10 ficantly termed, the Power of God unto Sal- 
** vation,“ Behold, Reader, this which Mr. 
Bate calls the Paragon of all Nonſenſe, &c. 
and judge if it be not much more like ſound | 
Chriſtianity, than an Thing he ever wrote ; 
ſurpaſſing him alſo in ſuch fine Language, that 
Chriſtianity itſelf, in this Place, ſeems to have 
derived new Luftre from the Pen of this — 
Writer.” *. 


Page 228. As to his (the gti of 
* Chriſtianity not founded on Argument) Manner 
of Building Qualeriſm upon an infidel Bot- 
* tom he muſt be an utter Stranger to that 
% unaccountable and amazing Sect, who does 
e not know that tis their conſtant Practice. 
He muſt be an urter Stranger indeed to the 
Quakers, or Prigſt.-ridden to a Degree of utter 
Blindneſs, who can believe one Word of this ; 
and further he muſt be an utter Stranger to the 
Hiſtory of a Century paſt, who does not know 
that the high flying, perſecuting Part of the 
Clergy, have conſtantly ſtigmatized the Qua- 
kers with many ſuch gpprobrious Slanders, 
yrithout ever being able to make any of their 


Charges 


„ 

Charges good. They have found that the beſt 
way of 22 People at Enmity with Qyaker- 
i/m, has been to miſrepreſent it; and in this 
they have practiſed. wy 2 without it, 

could ſcarce ever have worked up the Magi- 
ſtrates, or the common People, to ſuch @ De- 
gree of Hatred and Perſecution, in which 
themſelves frequently led on the Charge, with 
all the Rage and Violence of Devils: What a 
Pity it is, this Rector did not live in thoſe Days 
of wholeſome Severities ! he had then been able 
to filence the Quakers in another, and much 
more effettual Way than is now in his Power: 
If any one ſhould be ſo ignorant as to want 
Information, what has all along been the Mat- 
ter; whence this avow'd Enmty againſt the 
Quakers; the Anſwer is very ready: Thoſe 
Gentlemen found their Graft was in danger, 
that the Temple of their great Goddeſs, whom 
all the World had worſhipped, would, if the 
Principles of this People ſhould ani ver ſally 
prevail, be deſpiſed, and her Magnificence 
would be deſtroyed. The Quakers preached 
up à free Goſpel, a free Mimſtry; this, this 
alone was and 1s ſufficient to make the C——y 
wage eternal War againſt them: They would 
ſooner overlook ten thouſand Herefies, than 
this ſacrilegious one. But with our Author's 
good. Leave, the Bottom all the true Quakers 
build upon, is not Infidelity, but the Founda- 
tion of the Prophets and Apoſtles; a Bottom 


„J. 


that 
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that is laid too deep for Prieſtcraft to diſcover 


or EY: 


He provecids, * « Barclay m maintains, in Prop. 3. 
that tb Scriptures are not the adequate 2 
te mary Rule of | Faith and Manners, but a fe- 
* condary Rule, ſubordinate to the 2 


Spirit; yet in every Page of his Apology, be 


f recurs to Scripture as to an adequate and pri- 

* mary Rule of Faith; deducing the very Being 
6 and Exiſtence of bis private Spirit, inuard 
*. Light, immediate en and all from 
1 Seripture.” * 


Here we ey ſay condeſcending to his own 
humble Dialect) Over Boots, over Shoes, with 
a witneſs." A more notorious Perverfion, and 
Miſrepreſentation, perhaps, never went through 
the Preſs; for firſt, Barclay neither in Prop. 3. 
nor any where elſe maintains that the Scriptures 
are ſubordinate to the [private] Spirit, nor any 
Thing like it. He had more Senſe, though this 
Author has not more Honeſiy than thus to 5 
preſent him. The Interpolation of Private 
can be hooked in for no other End but to 
quite change and deftroy Barclay's real Meaning. 
The Spirit which Barc/ay maintained the Scrip- 


tures were ſubordinate to, was the ſame Spirit 


which the Apoſtle Paul tells us aſcende 

above all Heavens that be might fill all Ibings.“ 

I will readily allow Mr. Bare, as to his own 

Experience, to be as ignorant of what concerns 
* Eph. iv. A0 


the 
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the Spirit, as it is poſſible for any Man to be, 
27 he were a Deptford Sailor, but can- 
not perſuade myſelf, that in Point of Specula- 


tion he underſtood Barclay in the Senſe he has 


repreſented him; and therefore ſhall only re- 
fer him to the ſeveral ſevere Things he himſelf 
has faid to his Antagoniſts on ſuch Occaſions, 


Secondly, Here ſeems to be a Quirk; for in 
the firſt Sentence he has it, Faith and Manners; 
in the ſecond Sentence, only Faith, whereas 
Manners ought here to be added, if we would 
take in Barclay's Meaning truly : I ſhall there- 
fore take the Liberty to read it thus, —— Jet, 
« in every Page of bis Apology, be recurs to 
« Scripture as to an adequate and primary Rule 
* of Faith and Mamers.— To which the 


Anſwer is point blank, — That Barclay in no one 
Page of his Apology recurred to Scripture as 


to an adequate primary Rule of Faith and 
Manners; and it hes upon this Accuſer to make 
his Charge good. ——He did not, indeed, con- 
tradict the Scripture, but conſtantly referred his 
Readers to them for Confirmation of what he 
advanced. And that ane Propofition, that the 
Scriptures are ſubordinate to the Spirit of Gop, 
which dictated the ſubject Matter of them, 
may as eaſily and plainly be proved from Scrip- 
ture Teſtimony, as any Article of the Chriſtian 
Religion; if it was not a Shame to think a 


Rector of St. P ; D 4 wanted a Proof 


of it. He adds, —deducing the very Be- 
ing and Exiſtence of his (viz. Barclay's) private 
wn Spikit, 


* 
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Spirit, inward Light, and imniediate Reveli: 
tron, and all from Scripture. As to private 
Spirit, Barclay dealt in no ſuch Nonſenſe, 
that's a Brat of Bate's, and he is deſired to 
take it back to himſelf. Barclay did not 
derive the Being and Exiftence of that Spirit he 
wrote about in Prop. 3, &c. from Scrip- 
ture; for he knew better : He conſidered 
it as a ſelf-exiſtent, independent, eternal Spirit; 
not deducible from any Thing, but from which 
all other Things are deduced; and inward 
Light and immediate Revelation he deduced 
from the phyſical and moral Attributes of this 
infinite Spirit: So that the reverſe of almoſt 
every Tittle here charged on Barclay, is what 
Barclay invariably maintained. 


Page 229, He repreſents the inward Light 
of the Qyakers (of the whole Catholick Church 
he ſhould have faid, only then it had not gone 
off with ſo good a Grace) as A Principle to 
& be neither ſeen, heard, felt, or underſtood; — 
&« ſometimes this, ſometimes that, ſometimes nei- 
&« ther this nor that. — Achimerical Principle 
& hard to be underſtood : That the Bre- 
_&* thren never could be perſuaded, to this Hour, 
&« fairly and poſitiveiy to define it, or tell what 
© it is, though upon every Turn they can fell us 
e what it it not.” Tis very true, it is fre- 
gently more eaſy to tell what a Thing 7s not, 
Kan what it 16. If I ſhould be asked what 
this Author is not, I ſhould have a ready An- 
ſwer; but if I were asked what he it, I _— 
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be at a Loſs what to ſay of him, further than 
that I thought him one of the moſt inconfitent, 
unmannerly Writers I ever met with. 


If we look back to Page 20, and 139, in 
the Book before us, where the Spirituality and 
Omnipreſence of the Deity is treated of, we 
ſhall find the Gentleman pleading, *©© That 
* ſometimes the Holy Ghoſt does wiſely and mer- 
* cifully condeſcend to Expreſſions adapted to 
* human Thoughts, and human Ideas : 
* To thoſe ſeveral Degrees of Apprehenſion with 
« which God's Creatures are differently endowed : 
* nnn Condeſcenfion to human Language and 
* human Ideas; frequently and unavoid- 
e ably occaſioned by the Scantineſs of Language, 
which is all derived from ſenfible Objects.“ 
Here the Rector has prepared an Antidote againſt 
his awn Poiſon; for it it be allowable at all 
thus to argue, it muſt be fo of the ſacred 
Communications and Manifeſtations of the in- 
finite and infinitely pure Spirit to his Crea- 
tures; no Language to be ſure can fully reach 
it, ſo as to give a clear poſitive Idea thereof, 
and its Effects, to thoſe who themſelves never 
had any Thing of it in their own Experience, 
no more than Definition can give a Man who 


was born blind, the true Idea of Light or Cu- 


hours ; the Caſes are as ſimilar, as Things ſo 
different in their own Nature can be. - Only 
ſuppoſe then, that Mr. Rate was born in a 
State of ſpiritual Darkneſs, and that, through 
Unbelief, the Eyes of his Soul are not to this 

E Day 
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Day opened, it will henceforth ceaſe to be any 
Manner of Wonder to hear him talk as he 
2 But to extricate the 2yakers from the 
Haha f. Dilemma, there is no need to borrow 
from any Conceſſions our Author has 
= (which to be ſure he would give them 
with an ill Will:) For, in the fff Place, 
they do not, nor never did profeſs, or pretend 
to, Or believe in, any other Light, Principle, 
or Spirit, than what is fully and poſitively 
teſtified in the Bible, Secondly, It has been 
their conſtant Practice, in ſpeaking or writing 
about theſe Things, to keep as near as poſſible 
to the expreſs Words of Scripture ; fo that all 
the Buffoonry beſtowed upon the Qualers in 
his 229th 8 falls el por upon all the Wri- 

ters of the New Teſtament. 


And now I doubt not but the Reader will 
wonder with me, that a Divine of the Church, 
a profeſſed Champion for the Chriſtian Cauſe, | 
in a Book wrote profeſſedly in defence of the 
Chriſtian Revelation againſt Infidels, ſhould fo 
deſperately wound the Cauſe, and go out of 
his Way too for that very Purpoſe, by endea- 
vouring, out of Spite to one particular Society, 

to turn: the moſt ſpiritual and ſolemn Part of 
it into Ridicule and Contempt. I profeſs ſe- 
riouſly, for my own Part, I can no way ſuffi- 
ciently account to myſelf for the Inconſiſtency, 

except it be thus. It is for the Intereſt of theſe 
Craftſmen, that the Doctrine of à traditional 


Revelation ſhould be kept up: It is againſt the 
Intereſt 
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Intereſt of their Craft, nay in time would be 
the utter Bane of it, to have the Bleſſing of 
ſuch a Revelation continued. At the fame 
time it is a lamentable Truth, that Intereſt 
ſhould ſo far Sind Men's Minds, and harden 
their Hearts too, that though they on to 
be Teachers of others, they themſelves have 
need to be taught what are the firſt Principles of 
the Oracles of God. 


% He judges, the Reaſon why St. Matthew 
did not intrude himſelf into the ſelect Number 
, Diſciples was, becauſe the Apoſtle was. no 
Quaker.“ [He had judged better in con- 
cluding it was becauſe he was a Qyaker.) This 
is in Anſwer to what he calls a Seer, of the 
Author of Chriſtianity not founded on Argument, 
upon St. Matthew; fo that the Reader has 
Sneer for Sneer. But be the firſt Sneer what it 
will, the ſecond is a fooliſh one, and ill be- 
comes any of that Fraternity, of whom, if we 
had none but who are called of the Lord hin- 
ſell, as theſe ſelect Diſciples were, I ſhall leave 
the Reader to judge how much their Number 
would be diminiſhed. 


Having wiped off the A ſperſions thrown up- 
on the Quakers by this Writer, I was going to 
point out to the Reader ſeveral other Scraps, 
diſperſed through his Book, which I thought 
deſerved ſome Animadverſions, but as that would 
take up more Time than I am at preſent in- 
clined to ſpare, I ſhall only obſerve in general, 

| * Page 233. 


E 2 Fi, 
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Firſt, That moſt_of what he writes can- 
cerning the Patriarchs, or Jacob and Eſau, or 
the Types, Allegories, &c. which he finds in 
the Old Teſtament, are either quite above my 
Underſtanding, or what I 4 underſtand ſeems 
quite ab/urd: And, I think, by ſuch a looſe 
wild way of Interpretation, the Bilz may be 
made a Noſe of Wax indeed, to mean any 
Thing the Commentator fancies; and is the 
moſt unlikely Thing in the World to convince 
Scepticks, or Unbelievers; which is I ſuppoſe 
the intended Uſe of it, for Believers want not 
to be convinced. T'll anſwer for it, allow a 
Man of fruitful Invention, whoſe "Head is 
turned to Allegory, the ſame Freedom with 
Don Qui xot and Capt. Gulliver, that is here ta- 
ken with the Old Teſtament, and he will find 
abu ndant * to prove his Religion Orchoddx. 


Secondly, I think it was a little unfriendly | 
and more than a kttle imprudent, to be fo ſe- 
vere on his two old Friends, the Prophet Baa- 
lam, and the Pope. A Man out of good Man- 
ners ſhould wink a little at the Faults of thoſe 
of his own Profeſſion. As to the Prophet, it's 
readily allowed he was not Proof againſt the 
N of Riches and Grandeur, and that 
was the Occaſion of his Downfall ; but cer- 
tainly he does not Hand alane upon Record for 
thoſe Impieties. I don't remember hearing of 
one in five hundred in any Age, who made 
Propheſying or Preaching their Trade, that 
were Proof againſt theſe Temptations, 2 

Thing, 
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Thing, which ſeems to be our Author's Senſe, 
I cannot fall into, viz. That Baalam, for a 
conſiderable Series of Time, was both a "wicked 
Man, and a Prophet of the World. 1 think on 
the other hand, if he continued in a Courſe of 
Wickedneſs, the Spirit of the Lord would have 
departed from him, In ſhort, the moſt material 
Difference betwixt him, in the former Part of 
his Life (for with the latter Part of it I ſhall 
not meddle) and à Set of Gentlemen of ſo old a 
Family as to claim their Succeſſion, it ſeems, 
from the patriarchal Diſpenſation, of which 
we are told this Man was the laſt; the moſt 
material Difference, I ſay, to me ſeems to be, 
that his Eyes were once really open, that he had 
beard the Words of God, and ſaw the Viſion of 
the Almighty ; whereas they are blind and pre- 
tend to no ſuch Thing. 


“ Popery (fays our Author) as far as it de- 

br found Chriſtianity, is a Piece of 
« Prieſicraft, ordained by the Devil, to fill the 
% Pope's Coffers, and to pamper and fatten thoſe 
% Life-guards of his, the Monks and Friers,” — 
No doubt but there is a great deal of Truth in 
this; 1t is the Buſineſs of the Devil, the Pope, 
and * Life-guards, not only to cheat People 
of their Money, but their Souls too; for I think 
they can hardly do one, but the other will be 
in danger; xy; I am of Opinion the filling of 
ers, and departing from ſound Chriſtianity, 
commenced near the ſame Period. But I + 


25 know whether the Devil has not helped 
| fome 
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ſome body elſe: beſide the "oP in Trick of 
this Kind. 0 uppoſe we make a lit Tranſ- 
poſition, and E + the Quotation n lea- 
g the une 0 every Man's Con- 
bog the Apia | 0 far as it departs from 
ſound 8 80 land fo far as it is made a 
T dandy ar, &c.) is a Piece of Prieficraft, 
7 by the Devil, to fill the Coffers of A—- 


. and to pamper and fat- 
torr Rare 2 7 -guards of theirs, the Bonn 
95 all Ranks, | 
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Page ge 134, We are preſented with a Mar- 


al Note of Mr. Chubb z, importing, That if 
5 od ſent the Rebels am ng us for. a ju Correftion 

of .our Sins, as the Clergy maintain, then the 
entering into Aſeciations, and raiſing Soldiers to 
— the Rebellion, muſt be a kind of fighting 

againſt God, IT his is anſwered by a Queſtion, 
Wi Mether when the Objeftor is ples fer or other - 
wiſe diſordered, be does not take Pajict or fear 
| be ſbuuld die. own, in my Obinion, this does 
not at all remove. the Difficulty. If a Fit of the 
Gripes was occaſioned by Eating or Drinking 
intemperately, or ſome unwholſame Food, = 
merely the Effects of natural Infirmity or Con- 
Ritution ; no doubt but I ſhould befor applying 
a natura] Remedy to a natural Diſorder; but it 
Ine, or upon very good Authority beliged, 
Which is .the Cale * to be ſuppoſęd, 7. 
Was a fudgmen! from the Handof God r ins, 
L ſhould think it my Duty in that Cafe to fubmit to 
le Hand that: ſmute me, and ſeek Redreſs only by 
Humiliation, Anendnent, Repentanee and Prayer. 

F 2. N 4 S. 


